‘BEECHING’S WORST CLOSURES’ LEAGUE TABLE
	
	length of route closed - mileage ranking
	distance left from rail network ranking
	population ranking
	strategic connectivity ranking
	TOTAL

	Waverley Route [Edinburgh-Hawick-Carlisle]
	3
	3
	2
	2
	10

	Great Central Line [Sheffield-Nottingham-Aylesbury (-London)]
	3
	1
	2
	3
	9

	East Lincs Line [Peterborough-Spalding-Boston / Firsby-Louth-Grimsby]
	3
	2
	2
	2
	9

	Dumfries-Stranraer
	3
	2
	1
	2
	8

	Somerset & Dorset lines [Bath-Bournemouth]
	3
	1
	2
	2
	8

	Aberdeen-Fraserburgh / Peterhead
	2
	3
	2
	0
	7

	Carmarthen-Aberystwyth
	2
	2
	1
	2
	7

	York-Beverley (-Hull)
	2
	2
	1
	2
	7

	Perth-Forfar-Kinnaber Jct (-Aberdeen)
	2
	1
	1
	2
	6

	Nottingham-Mansfield-Worksop
	1
	1
	3
	1
	6

	Kettering-Corby-Oakham
	1
	1
	3
	1
	6

	(Exeter-) Okehampton-Plymouth
	1
	1
	1
	2
	5

	Harrogate-Ripon-Northallerton
	1
	1
	1
	2
	5

	(York-) Malton-Pickering-Grosmont (-Whitby)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4

	Uckfield-Lewes
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4

	

	‘post-Beeching' closed routes

	Oxford-Bletchley & Bedford-Cambridge
	3
	1
	1
	3
	8

	Buxton-Matlock
	1
	1
	1
	3
	6

	Sheffield-Penistone-Glossop (-Manchester)
	2
	1
	1
	2
	6

	(Edinburgh-) Cowdenbeath-Bridge of Earn (-Perth)
	1
	1
	1
	3
	6

	

	reprieved routes

	Settle-Carlisle
	3
	1
	1
	3
	8

	Central Wales Line [Shrewsbury-Swansea]
	3
	3
	1
	1
	8

	East Suffolk Line [Ipswich-Lowestoft]
	2
	2
	2
	1
	7

	Barrow-Whitehaven
	2
	2
	1
	1
	6

	NOTES:
Mileage ranking: under 30 scores 1; 30-60 scores 2;  over 60 scores 3

Distance ranking (miles): under 15 scores 1; 15-30 scores 2; over 30 scores 3

Population ranking: under 20,000 scores 1; 20-40,000 scores 2; over 40,000 scores 3

Strategic connectivity' refers to the extent to which a (through) route provided – or could have provided – a strategic role within the wider rail network.

(NB: A comprehensive analysis of all the Beeching line closures might lead to other routes displacing some of those in the lower part of the top league table.)
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